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Melanoma is a serious form of skin cancer that 
begins in cells known as melanocytes. While it is 
less common than basal cell carcinoma (BCC) and 
squamous cell carcinoma (SCC), melanoma is far 
more dangerous because of its ability to spread 
to other organs more rapidly if it not treated at 
an early stage.

Melanocytes are skin cells found in the upper 
layer of skin. They produce a pigment known as 
melanin, which gives skin its color. There are two 
types of melanin: eumelanin and pheomelanin. 
When skin is exposed to ultraviolet (UV) 
radiation from the sun or tanning beds, it causes 
skin damage that triggers the melanocytes to 
produce more melanin, but only the eumelanin 
pigment attempts to protect the skin by causing 
the skin to darken or tan. Melanoma occurs when 
DNA damage from burning or tanning due to 
UV radiation triggers changes (mutations) in the 
melanocytes, resulting in uncontrolled cellular 
growth.

Melanoma is usually curable when detected 
and treated early. Once melanoma has spread 
deeper into the skin or other parts of the body, 
it becomes more difficult to treat and can be 
deadly.

The estimated five-year survival rate for U.S. 
patients whose melanoma is detected early is 
about 98 percent.
An estimated 7,230 people (4,740 men and 2,490 
women) will die of melanoma in the U.S. in 2019.

how dangerous is melanoma?

melanocytes | what are they?

melanoma | what is it?
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personaspersonas
Goals: Annie studies health sciences at 
school. Her aunt recently found out that 
she has Melanoma, and since then Annie 
has become very passionate about raising 
awareness about it. She wants to help keep 
people safe and healthy.

Dislikes: People who don’t wear sunscreen.

Hobbies: Writing blog posts, spreading 
awareness, doing homework, hanging out 
with her friends, and photography.

Occupation: 
Student

Age: 
20

Location:
Boston, 
Massachusetts

Personality:

introvert

thinking

judging

extrovert

feeling

perceiving

passive passionate

Annie Richter



Thomas Gold

Jane Bergman
Goals: Melissa has recently found out that 
she has melanoma. She tends to overthink 
things and is a bit of a hypochondriac, so 
she’s looking for a website to give her clear 
information to answer all her questions.

Dislikes: When she’s researching and 
websites use big words and medical lingo.

Hobbies: Pinterest-ing, gardening, 
cooking and baking are all at the top of her 
favorites list. She also enjoys walking her 
dog and being with her family.

Personality:

introvert

thinking

judging

extrovert

feeling

perceiving

passive passionate

Age:
47

Occupation:
homemaker

Location:
Oregon, USA

Goals: Thomas’s teenage daughter recently 
has taken up a really bad habit of tanning, 
and doesn’t really like to wear sunscreen 
when she goes outside. He knows that 
people in his family have had melanoma, 
so he wants to educate his daughter to 
keep her healthy and safe.

Dislikes: When his daughter doesn’t listen
to his advice.

Hobbies: Building things, golfing, and 
reading the newspaper. He also always 
looks forward to his morning coffee, and 
his after-work beer.

Personality:

introvert

thinking

judging

extrovert

feeling

perceiving

passive passionate

Occupation: 
Project manager

Age: 
43

Location:
Texas, 
USA
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adip-
iscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt 
ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adip-
iscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt 
ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adip-
iscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt 
ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consecte-
tur adipiscing 

elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt 
ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut 
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud ex-
ercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute 
irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consecte-
tur adipiscing

 elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt 
ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut 
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud ex-
ercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip
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site link: http://mywebspace.quinnipiac.edu/dtbrinson/melanomaSite/index.html
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